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“The Taxpayers League’s mission is
to represent Minnesotans who believe
in limited government, low taxation,
local control, free enterprise and the
Constitutional principles set forth by
our nation’s founders.

The Taxpayers League is fighting to reduce and reform taxa-
tion, eliminate government waste and improve efficiency. It
serves as a strong voice for all taxpaying citizens in
Minnesota.”

OUR MISSION

Michael Wigley
Chairman,

Taxpayers League

The Taxpayers League of Minnesota
One Carlson Parkway, Ste. 120 Plymouth MN 55447

If you’re tired of Minnesota’s high taxes and big
government – and you want to join the fight to
change it – the Taxpayers League would like
your help. To support our cause, we suggest a
gift of $25 or more be sent to:

TAXPAYERS LEAGUE 
OF MINNESOTA

One Carlson Parkway, Ste. 120
Plymouth, MN 55447

(763) 249-5950 • Fax: (763) 249-5960 
www.taxpayersleague.org

What can I say? The 2005 legislative
session was a disappointment.

For the first time in 14 years, we had
a major tax increase at the state level.
Sure, some say that if you need to
raise taxes, raising the tobacco tax is
the way to go. That’s not how we see
it. Minnesota taxes were too high

already, and the last thing we needed to do was to take a step
in the wrong direction.

LOOKING AHEAD
Our agenda for the future is clear: we need to shrink the size

of government, cut taxes to spur the economy and help
Minnesota families, and finally get a handle on out-of-control
property tax increases. We need to fight for these issues and
bring sanity back to the spending debate in St. Paul and at your
city hall. 

HOW TO USE THE
TAXPAYERS LEAGUE
SCORECARD

TO CONTACT LAWMAKERS:

PLEASE JOIN US IN
FIGHTING FOR LOWER TAXES

This scorecard reports key votes lawmakers
cast on taxes and spending. A “+” vote denotes a pro-taxpay-
er position. The rating reflects the percentage of pro-taxpayer
votes cast.  Also reported is the cumulative score for each state
legislator for years 1997-2005.

The Taxpayers League of Minnesota is a nonpartisan nonprof-
it grassroots taxpayer advocacy organization representing
thousands of Minnesotans. It fights for lower taxes, limited
government and the full empowerment of taxpaying citizens in
accordance with Constitutional principles. Nothing in this
scorecard implies endorsement of any candidate for public
office.

MN House Switchboard . . . . . . . (651) 296-2146
Toll Free. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (800) 657-3550
MN Senate Switchboard . . . . . . . (651) 296-0504
Governor’s Office. . . . . . . . . . . . . (651) 296-3391
U.S. House of Reps Switchboard. (202) 225-3121
U.S. Senate Switchboard . . . . . . . (202) 224-3121

THE 2005 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

David Strom
President



— Heroes of the Taxpayer —

The Tobacco Fee/Tax Increase – Our Take 

A lot of ink has been spilled recently regarding the new 75-cent per pack charge on cigarettes, and the doubling of the tobacco
distributor surcharge on cigars and other tobacco products. In our view, much of the discussion has been beside the point.

The new charge on tobacco products is clearly a tax increase. Fees are charged to defray the cost to government of providing a specif-
ic service to a group of people, not to fund the general running of government. That is certainly not the case with the new tobacco
“health impact fee,” which was raised in order to increase general government spending. To add insult to injury, advocates of the tax
increase claimed that tobacco users do not pay their way for the government services they consume – a position that has no basis in
fact. According to the liberal Brookings Institution, tobacco users already paid taxes and fees equaling 300% of the costs their behav-
ior imposed on society.

Of course, the most important point is lost in this debate. For almost 15 years Minnesota has been slowly moving in the right direc-
tion on taxes. While still among the highest-taxed states in the nation, lawmakers have been reducing income taxes and trying to get
a handle on property taxes. With the passage of the “health impact fee” and the coming increases in property taxes to fund more gov-
ernment, taxes and government spending are once again moving in the wrong direction.

2005 “Friends of the Taxpayer”* who OPPOSED the $400 Million Tobacco Tax Increase:

*score of 80 and above on the 2005 Scorecard

Sen. Brian LeClair     
R-Woodbury (56)

Rep. Bruce Anderson     
R-Buffalo Twnsp (19A)

Rep. Mark Buesgens    
R-Jordan (35B)

Rep. Mike Charron     
R-Woodbury (56A)

Rep. Matt Dean     
R-Dellwood (52B)

Rep. Chris DeLaForest    
R-Andover (49A)

Rep. Tom Hackbarth
R-Cedar (48A)

Rep. Mary Liz Holberg    
R-Lakeville (36A)

Rep. Jeff Johnson    
R-Plymouth (43A)

Rep. Karen Klinzing    
R-Woodbury (56B)

Rep. Paul Kohls    
R-Victoria (34A)

Rep. Phil Krinkie     
R-Lino Lakes (53A)

Rep. Joyce Peppin      
R-Rogers (32A)

Rep. Duke Powell      
R-Burnsville (40A)

Rep. Steve Smith      
R-Mound (33A)

Rep. Ray Vandeveer       
R-Forest Lake (52A)

Rep. Tim Wilkin             
R-Eagan (38A)

Rep. Kurt Zellers            
R-Maple Grove (32B)

 



VOTE DESCRIPTIONS STATE SENATE

MINNESOTA STATE SENATE
(SJ = Senate Journal Page #)
1. REJECT $400 MILLION TAX INCREASE. (SJ 613) The taxpayer friendly vote was to reject

the HHS spending bill which included a 75 cent per pack cigarette tax increase, and dou-
bled the taxes on other tobacco products (passed 60-6) 

2. REJECT $1.4 BILLION TAX INCREASE. (SJ 2519) The taxpayer friendly vote was to reject
the highest income tax rate in the nation (passed 35-28)

3. DON’T RAISE GAS PRICES. (SJ 2857) The taxpayer friendly vote was to reject this plan
to increase the gas tax by 50% (passed 36-31) 

4. DON’T INCREASE THE WORKFORCE TAX. (SJ 2301) The taxpayer friendly vote was to
oppose increasing the workforce development fee on businesses 
(failed 24-37) 

5. KILL NORTHSTAR RAIL. (SJ 179) The taxpayer friendly vote was to eliminate funding for
the wasteful Northstar Rail project in the bonding bill (failed 6-57)

6. OPPOSE $1 BILLION BONDING BILL. (SJ 182) The taxpayer friendly vote was to reject
this pork-filled bonding bill which included funding for everything from a Shakespeare
festival in Winona to a multicultural center in Gaylord (passed 57-7) 

7. PROTECT MINNESOTA JOBS. (SJ 237) The taxpayer friendly vote was to oppose raising
the state minimum wage, which destroys jobs (passed 37-28) 

8. STOP THE FOOD-FOR-OIL SCANDAL. (SJ 273) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to oppose
mandating a doubling of ethanol content in our gasoline from 10 to 20 percent (passed
54-12)

9. ELIMINATE GOVERNMENT PRICE CONTROLS. (SJ 2870) The taxpayer-friendly vote was
to eliminate government price controls which force gas stations to sell gas at 8 cents per
gallon above wholesale cost (passed 35-30) 

10. PROHIBIT TEACHER STRIKES DURING SCHOOL YEAR. (SJ 2454) The taxpayer-friendly
vote was to prohibit school teachers from striking during the school year (failed 29-37)

11. LET CONVICTS REPAY SOCIETY. (SJ 2321) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to allow non-
violent offenders to clean up ditches along highways (passed 49-15) 

MINNESOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
(HJ = House Journal Page #)
1. REJECT $400 MILLION TAX INCREASE. (HJ 148) The taxpayer friendly vote was to reject

the HHS spending bill which included a 75 cent per pack cigarette tax increase, and dou-
bled the taxes on other tobacco products (passed 88-40) 

2. DON’T RAISE TAXES ON MINNESOTA BUSINESSES. (HJ 3918) The taxpayer friendly
vote was to kill this proposal to raise taxes on Minnesota-based corporations by $230 mil-
lion (failed 67-67)

3. DON’T RAISE GAS PRICES. (HJ 3979) The taxpayer friendly vote was to reject this plan
to increase the gas tax by 50% (passed 68-66) 

4. REFORM THE TAX CODE. (HJ 785) The taxpayer friendly vote was to support this bill
which eliminates the marriage penalty, expands the education tax credit,  and gives citi-
zens the right to vote on property tax increases (passed 80-53) 

5. NO NEW SPENDING. (HJ 1271) The taxpayer friendly vote was to oppose this proposal
to raise state spending by an additional $358 million (failed 61-66) 

6. KILL NORTHSTAR RAIL. (HJ 592) The taxpayer friendly vote was to eliminate funding for
the wasteful Northstar Rail project in the bonding bill (failed 29-104)

7. PROTECT MINNESOTA JOBS. (HJ 3417) The taxpayer friendly vote was to oppose raising
the state minimum wage, which destroys jobs (passed 84-50) 

8. STOP THE FOOD-FOR-OIL SCANDAL. (HJ 3290) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to
oppose mandating a doubling of ethanol content in our gasoline from 10 to 20 percent
(passed 91-43)

9. DON’T BAN SUDAFED. (HJ 2598) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to reject this nanny-
state legislation which bans all over-the-counter sales of cold pills containing pseu-
doephedrine such as Sudafed and Actifed (passed 115-19) 

10. NO CHEESEBURGER LAWSUITS. (HJ 4751) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to promote
personal responsibility by protecting Minnesota businesses from frivolous obesity law-
suits (passed 75-59) 

11. GIVE CITIZENS MORE VOICE IN GOVERNMENT. (HJ 1972) The taxpayer friendly vote
was to allow citizens to enact laws through an “initiative and referendum” process
(passed 68-65)

12. LET CONVICTS REPAY SOCIETY. (HJ 3317) The taxpayer-friendly vote was to allow non-
violent offenders to clean up ditches along highways (passed 84-48) 

BONUS POINTS (HOUSE & SENATE)
• CO-SPONSORED “TAXPAYER SATISFACTION SURVEY” BILL. (5 points) (Senate File

1455/House File 1660) Would force a local referendum anytime local governments want
to increase general property tax levies 

TAXPAYER PROTECTION PLEDGE (HOUSE & SENATE)
• SIGNED PLEDGE. (5 points for HONORING pledge) “I, ______, pledge to the taxpayers of

the ___ district of the state of Minnesota, and to the people of this state that I will oppose
and vote against any and all efforts to increase taxes”

• BROKE PLEDGE. (-10 points) Broke pledge by voting in favor of the $400 million tobacco
tax increase 

LEGEND:  “+”= pro-taxpayer vote   “–”= anti-taxpayer vote   “*”= not voting

Party/
Name District 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Ellen Anderson D66 - - - * - - - - + - - 10 9
Michele Bachmann R52 - + + + + + + - + + + 4 4 8 77 92
Thomas Bakk D6 + - - - - - - - - * + 20 20
Bill Belanger Jr. R40 - + + + - - + + + + + 73 72
Linda Berglin D61 - - - - - - - - - - - 0 6
Don Betzold D51 - - - - - - - - + - - 9 21
Satveer Chaudhary D50 - - - - - - - - + - - 9 21
Richard Cohen D64 - - - - - - - - - - - 0 13
Dick Day R26 - * + + - - + - + + + 60 80
Scott Dibble D60 - - - - - - - - + - - 9 14
Steve Dille R18 - * + - - - - - - - + 20 55
Michelle Fischbach R14 - + + + - - + - - + + 55 77
Leo Foley D47 - - - - - - - - + - - 9 12
Dennis Frederickson R21 - + + - - - + - - - + 36 62
David Gaither R43 - * + + - - + + + + + 64 87
Chris Gerlach R37 - + + + + + + + + + + 4 8 81 93
David Hann R42 - + + + * + + + + + + 4 8 80 93
Linda Higgins D58 - - - - - - - - + - + 18 9
John Hottinger D23 - - - - - - - - - - * 0 7
Dean Johnson D13 - - - - * * - - - - + 11 31
Debbie Johnson R49 - + + * - - + - * + + 56 83
Mike Jungbauer R48 - + + + - - + - + + + 4 8 54 81
Steve Kelley D44 - - - - - - - - - - - 0 11
Bob Kierlin R31 - + + + - - + - * + + 4 8 50 69
Sheila Kiscaden IP30 - - - - - - * - + - + 20 55
Dave Kleis R15 - + + + * * + - + + + 4 8 60 77
Paul Koering R12 - + + - - - - - - + + 4 8 26 62
Gary Kubly D20 - - - - - - - - - - + 9 28
Keith Langseth D9 - - - - - - - - - - + 9 13
Cal Larson R10 - + + + - - + - - + + 55 73
Brian LeClair R56 + + + + + + + + + + + 4 4 100 100
Warren Limmer R32 - + + + + + * + + + + 4 4 8 85 93
Becky Lourey D8 - - - - - - - - - - - 0 8
Sharon Marko D57 - - - - - - - - + - + 18 29
John Marty D54 - - - - - - - - - - - 0 17
Mike McGinn R38 - + + + - - + - + + + 4 8 54 81
James Metzen D39 + - - - - - - - - - + 18 19
Geoff Michel R41 - + + + - - + + + + + 4 8 63 88
Mee Moua D67 - - - - - - - - + - - 9 13
Steve Murphy D28 - - - * - - - - - - + 10 11
Thomas Neuville R25 - + + + - - + - + + + 64 78
Sean Nienow R17 - + + + + - + + + + + 4 8 72 78
Gen Olson R33 - + + + - - + - + + + 4 8 54 83
Julianne Ortman R34 - + + * - + + - + + + 4 8 60 83
Mark Ourada R19 - + + * * * + - + + + 4 8 65 73
Sandra Pappas D65 - - - - - - - - - - - 0 6
Pat Pariseau R36 - + + * - - + * + + + 4 8 57 85
Larry Pogemiller D59 + - - - - - - - + - * 20 8
Jane Ranum D63 - - - - - - - + + - * 20 10
Mady Reiter R53 - + + + + + + + - + + 4 8 72 89
Ann Rest D45 * - - - - - - + - - + 20 24
Claire Robling R35 - + + + - - + - + + + 64 78
Julie Rosen R24 - + + + - - + - - + + 55 71
Carrie Ruud R4 - + + + - - + + - + + 64 74
Dallas Sams D11 - * - - - - - - - - + 4 8 0 22
Tom Saxhaug D3 - - - - - - - - - - + 9 17
Linda Scheid D46 - - - - - - - - + - + 18 15
Dave Senjem R29 - + + + - - + - + + + 64 73
Rod Skoe D2 + - - - - - - - - - + 18 26
Wes Skoglund D62 - - - - - - - - + - - 9 16
Yvonne Solon D7 - - - - - - - - + - - 9 19
Dan Sparks D27 - - - - - - - - - - + 9 23
LeRoy Stumpf D1 - - - - - - - - - - + 9 14
David Tomassoni D5 + - - - - - - - - - - 9 17
Jim Vickerman D22 - - - - - - - - - - + 9 18
Betsy Wergin R16 - + + + - - + - - + + 55 68
Charles Wiger D55 - - - - - - - - + - + 18 30
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Party/
Name District 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Jim Abeler R48B - + - + + - - - + + + - 4 8 40 60
Ron Abrams R43B - + + + + - + + + + + + 83 75
Bruce Anderson R19A + + + + + - + + - + + + 4 88 95
Irv Anderson D3A + - - - - - - - - - - - 8 17
Joe Atkins D39B + - - - - - - - - - - - 8 14
Michael Beard R35A - + + + + - + - - + + + 67 81
Connie Bernardy D51B + - - - - - - - - - - - 8 21
Greg Blaine R12B - + + + + - + - - + + + 4 8 57 73
Fran Bradley R29B - + + + + - + - - + + + 67 77
Laura Brod R25A - + + + + + + - + + + + 83 83
Mark Buesgens R35B + + + + + + + + + + + + 4 100 92
Lyndon Carlson D45B + - - - - - - + - - - - 17 26
Mike Charron R56A + + + + + + + + - + + + 4 97 97
Karen Clark D61A - - - - - - - + - - - - 8 13
Tony Cornish R24B - + + + + - + - - + + + 67 78
Ray Cox R25B - + - + + - - - - + + + 50 67
Lloyd Cybart R37A - + + + + - + + - + + + 75 75
Gregory Davids R31B - + + + + - + - + + + + 75 78
Jim Davnie D62A - - - - - - - + - - * - 9 15
Matt Dean R52B + + + + + + + - - + + + 4 88 88
Chris DeLaForest R49A + + + + + + + + + + + + 100 92
Randy Demmer R29A - + + + + - + - - + + + 67 84
Jerry Dempsey R28A - + + + + - - - - + + + 4 8 48 68
David Dill D6A + - - - - - - - - - - - 8 17
Denise Dittrich D47A - - - + + - - + - + - + 42 42
Dan Dorman R27A - - + + - - + - - + + * 45 59
John Dorn D23B - - - - - - - - - - - + 8 18
Rob Eastlund R17A - + + + + + + - - + + + 4 8 65 81
Kent Eken D2A + - + - - - - - - + - + 33 34
Keith Ellison D58B - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 14
Tom Emmer R19B * + + + + - + - - - + + 64 64
Matt Entenza D64A - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 17
Ron Erhardt R41A - + - + - * - - - + + + 45 70
Sondra Erickson R16A - + + + + + + - - + + + 4 8 65 82
Brad Finstad R21B - + + + + + + - + + + + 83 88
Patti Fritz D26B - - - + - - - - - - - - 8 8
Pat Garofalo R36B - + - + + - + - - + + + 58 58
Paul Gazelka R12A - + + + + - + - - + + + 4 8 57 57
Barbara Goodwin D50A - - - - - - - - - + - - 8 22
Mindy Greiling D54A - - - - - - - + - + - + 25 17
Bob Gunther R24A - + + + + - + - - + + + 4 8 57 70
Tom Hackbarth R48A + + + + + - + - - + + + 4 80 71
Rod Hamilton R22B - + + + + + + - - + + + 75 75
Rick Hansen D39A - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
Alice Hausman D66B - - - - - - - + - - - - 8 12
Bud Heidgerken R13A * + + + + - + - - + - + 64 66
Debra Hilstrom D46B + - - - - - - + - - - - 17 26
Bill Hilty D8A + - - - - - - - - - - - 8 18
Mary Liz Holberg R36A + + + + + + + + + + + + 100 87
Joe Hoppe R34B - + + + + + + + - + + + 83 86
Frank Hornstein D60B - - - - - - - + - - - - 8 14
Melissa Hortman D47B - - - + - - - - - + - + 25 25
Larry Hosch D14B - - - + + - - - - + - + 33 33
Larry Howes R4B * + + - + - - - - + + - 4 50 69
Tom Huntley D7A - - - - * - - - - - - - 0 15
Mike Jaros D7B + - - * - - - - - - - - 9 15
Ruth Johnson D23A - - - - - - - - - - - + 8 8
Jeff Johnson R43A + + + + + + + + - + + + 4 4 100 97
Sheldon Johnson D67B - - - - - - - + - - - - 8 17
Al Juhnke D13B - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 24
Phyllis Kahn D59B * - - - - - - + - - - - 9 14
Margaret Kelliher D60A - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 14
Karen Klinzing R56B + + + + + + + + + + + + 4 4 100 99
Jim Knoblach R15A - + + + + - + - - + + + 4 8 57 73
Lyle Koenen D20B - - + - - - - - - + - + 25 25
Paul Kohls R34A + + + + + + + - - + + + 4 88 92
Philip Krinkie R53A + + + + + + + + + + + + 4 4 100 96
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Name District 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Morrie Lanning R9A - + + + + - + - - + - + 58 72
Dan Larson D40A - - - + + - - + - - + - 33 43
Ron Latz D44B - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 19
Ann Lenczewski D40B - - - + + - - + - - - + 33 49
John Lesch D66A + - - - - - - + + - - - 25 23
Tina Liebling D30A - - - + - - - - - - - + 17 17
Bernie Lieder D1B - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 15
Leon Lillie D55A - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
Diane Loeffler D59A - - - - - - - + - - - - 8 8
Doug Magnus R22A - + + + + - + - - + + + 67 81
Tim Mahoney D67A + - - - - - - + - - - - 17 21
Carlos Mariani D65B * - - - - - - + - - - - 9 10
Paul Marquart D9B + - + - - + - - - + - + 42 47
Denny McNamara R57B - + + + + - + - - + + + 67 70
Doug Meslow R53B - + + + + - - - + - + - 50 74
Frank Moe D4A + - + + - - - - - + - + 42 42
Joe Mullery D58A + - - - - - - + - - - - 17 22
Mary Murphy D6B - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 8 0 15
Pete Nelson R17B - + + + + + + - - + + + 75 83
Mike Nelson D46A + - - - - - - + - - - - 17 25
Scott Newman R18A - + + + + - + - - - + + 58 71
Bud Nornes R10A - + + + + + - - - + + + 4 8 57 75
Mark Olson R16B * + + + + + + + - - + + 4 87 87
Joe Opatz D15B - - - + + - - - - + - - 25 26
Mary Otremba D11B - - + - - - - - - + - + 4 8 15 32
Dennis Ozment R37B - + + + + - - - - + + + 58 71
Erik Paulsen R42B - + + + + + + + + + + + 4 8 82 87
Michael Paymar D64B - - - - - - - + - - - + 17 16
Gene Pelowski D31A - - - + - - - - - - + + 4 8 15 30
Maxine Penas R1A - + + + + - - - + + + + 67 77
Joyce Peppin R32A + + + + + + + + - + + + 4 97 97
Neil Peterson R41B - + - + + - + - - + + + 58 58
Aaron Peterson D20A - - - - - - - - - + - + 17 20
Sandra Peterson D45A + - - - - - - - - - - - 8 8
Jeanne Poppe D27B - - - - - - - - - - - + 8 8
Duke Powell R40A + + + + + + + + - + + + 4 97 96
Tom Rukavina D5A + - - - - - - - - - - - 8 22
Connie Ruth R26A - + + + + - - - - + + + 58 71
Maria Ruud D42A - - - + - - - + - - - + 25 25
Brita Sailer D2B + - - + - - - - - - - - 17 17
Char Samuelson R50B - + - + + - - - - - - + 33 66
Bev Scalze D54B - - - - + - - + - + - + 33 33
Marty Seifert R21A - + + + + + + - + + + + 4 8 73 84
Anthony Sertich D5B + - - - - - - - - - - - 8 19
Dan Severson R14A - + + + + - + - - - + + 4 8 48 70
Katie Sieben D57A + - - - - - - + - - - - 17 22
Steve Simon D44A - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
Dean Simpson R10B - + + + + - - - - + + + 4 63 76
Nora Slawik D55B - - - - - - - - - - - + 8 25
Steve Smith R33A + + + + + + - + + - + * 4 87 81
Judy Soderstrom R8B - + + + + + + - - + + + 75 80
Loren Solberg D3B + - - - - - - - - - - - 8 18
Steve Sviggum R28B - + + + + - + - + + + + 75 78
Barbara Sykora R33B - + + + + - - - - + + + 4 8 48 72
Cy Thao D65A + - - - - - - - - - - - 8 8
Paul Thissen D63A - - - - - - - - - - + - 8 22
Kathy Tingelstad R49B - + - + + - - - - + + + 50 72
Dean Urdahl R18B - + + + + - - - - + + + 58 72
Ray Vandeveer R52A + + + + + + + + - + + + 4 4 100 90
Jean Wagenius D63A - - - - - - - + - - - - 8 10
Neva Walker D61B + - - - - - - + - - - - 17 11
Lynn Wardlow R38B - + + + + + + + - + + + 83 86
Andy Welti D30B - - - + - - - - - + - + 25 25
Andy  Westerberg R51A - + + + + - - - - + + + 4 8 48 75
Torrey Westrom R11A - + + + + + - - - + + + 4 8 57 76
Tim Wilkin R38A + + + + + + + + + + + + 4 100 92
Kurt Zellers R32B + + + + + - + - + + + + 4 4 93 95
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